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WEST  KESTEVEN  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
STATISTICAL  SUMMARY  1949. 


Population  (estimated  for  the  year)  16,770 
Area  122,406  acres 

Rateable  value  £64,315 

Estimated  Product  of  Penny  Rate  £254-10-10 


BIRTHS 

Total 

Males  Females 

Legitimate  ... 

. . 

336 

171 

165 

Illegitimate  ... 

. . . 

21 

10 

11 

Stillbirths  . 

. . . 

7 

4 

3 

BIRTH  RATE . 

21.28 

per 

1,000 

population 

Average  for  England  &  Wales 

16.7 

per 

1,000 

population 

DEATHS 

Infants  under  1  year 

•  •  • 

13 

10 

3 

Legitimate . 

.  .  . 

11 

8 

3 

Illegitimate . 

... 

2 

2 

— 

INFANTILE  DEATH  RATE 

36.41 

per 

1,000 

live  births 

Average  for  England  &  Wales 

32.0 

per 

1,000 

live  births 

DEATH  RATE 

Crude  Death  Rate  ... 

11.21 

per 

1,000 

population 

Death  Rate 

(corrected  for  age  &  sex) 

10.31 

per 

1,000 

population 

Average  for  England  &  Wales 

11.7 

per 

1,000 

population 

Total 

Males  Females 

TOTAL  DEATHS  at  all  ages  ... 

•  •  • 

188 

102 

86 
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Public  Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 

19,  Watergate 
Grantham. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  on  behalf  of  my  predecessor 
Dr.  R.  F.  McKeown,  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health  and  vital 
statistics  of  West  Kesteven  Rural  District  for  the  year  1949.  It 
will  be  appreciated  that  since  I  have  had  no  direct  acquaintance 
with  the  events  of  the  year  I  am  necessarily  limited  to  comment 
on  the  statistics  set  forth  in  the  accompanying  tables. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  figures  for  Diphtheria  immunisation 
no  longer  appear;  1949  was  the  first  complete  year  of  the  Local 
Health  Authority’s  assumption  of  responsibility  for  this  scheme. 

The  birth  rate  has  resisted  the  general  declining  tendency  and 
is  now  25%  above  the  national  level  as  compared  with  10%  in 
recent  years.  The  percentage  attributed  to  illegitimate  births 
(5.9%)  is  only  two  thirds  that  of  recent  years. 

The  exceptionally  low  rate  of  Infant  Mortality  (only  three 
quarter  of  the  National  level)  recorded  in  1948  was  not  maintained. 
The  rise  from  25.5  to  36.4  per  thousand  was  entirely  due  to  an 
increase  from  2  to  6  in  deaths  attributed  to  prematurity.  The  causes 
of  the  latter  condition  are  still  largely  obscure  and  the  subject 
of  intensive  investigation  on  a  national  level.  This  disappointing 
set  back  is  a  reminder  that  favourable  vital  statistics  are  never  an 
excuse  for  complacency  but  a  challenge  to  maintain  and  improve 
the  health  and  living  conditions  of  the  people  whose  vicissitudes 
these  statistics  reflect. 

As  regards  infectious  disease  it  will  be  observed  that  Scarlet 
Fever  remained  at  a  low  level  of  incidence  and  was  generally  of  a 
mild  type.  Measles  and  whooping  cough  returned  to  normal  levels 
after  their  epidemic  prevalance  in  the  preceeding  year.  It  is  highly 
satisfactory  that  there  was  not  a  single  case  of  Diphtheria  in  the 
district  in  1949.  There  were  no  notifications  of  typhoid,  dysentery 
or  other  intestinal  infections,  with  the  exception  of  a  small  outbreak 
of  food  poisoning,  referred  to  on  page  8. 

The  district  did  not  maintain  its  good  fortune  in  respect  of 
Poliomyelitis  (infantile  paralysis).  The  number  of  cases  was  small 
and  the  outbreak  localised,  but  the  death  of  one  child  from  this 
formidable  infection  has  regretfully  to  be  recorded. 
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Notifications  of  Tuberculosis  show  an  increase  of  25%  on 
the  figures  for  recent  years  but  deaths  (2)  from  this  cause  remained 
low.  This  favourable  ratio  reflects  in  part  the  unusually  high 
proportion  of  the  non-pulmonary  form  of  the  disease  in  this  area, 
but  also  the  paramount  importance  of  early  diagnosis.  Early 
ascertainment  alone  can  allow  improved  modern  methods  of  treat¬ 
ment  and  prevention  to  have  their  full  effect  in  reducing  the  toll 
of  this  disease  on  the  prime  of  life  in  both  sexes. 

It  is  customary,  at  this  point,  to  review  progress  in  such  vital 
environmental  factors  as  housing,  water  supply,  sewage  and  refuse 
disposal.  Failing  personal  experience  of  these  matters  in  the  year 
in  question,  I  must  on  this  occasion  refer  you  to  the  expert  observ¬ 
ations  of  your  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  whose  report  follows. 

In  conclusion,  I  am  confident  that  Dr.  McKeown  would 
wish  to  be  associated  in  my  thanks  to  the  members  of  the  Council 
for  their  constant  interest  and  support  in  all  public  health  matters 
and  the  Staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  for  their  zeal  and 
hard  work,  and  colleagues  in  other  departments  for  unfailing  and 
friendly  co-operation. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  M.  ROSS. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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FOOD  POISONING 


(a)  Total  number  of  outbreaks 


1 


(b)  Number  of  cases 


4 


(c)  Number  of  deaths 


Nil 


(d)  Organism  or  other  agents  responsible  : — 

Organisms  responsible  : —  Presumptive,  but  not  conclusive, 
evidence  pointed  to  Staphylococcal  toxin  in  the  above  out¬ 
break. 

(e)  Foods  involved  —  Chocolate  cakes. 

Only  one  small  outbreak  of  food  poisoning,  affecting  two 
individuals  in  each  of  two  families,  was  recorded. 

The  vehicle  concerned  was  almost  certainly  cakes  and  the 
germ  producing  the  toxin  (Staphylococcus  Pyogenes)  is  commonly 
present  in  the  nose  and  on  the  skin  of  even  healthy  persons. 

This  mode  of  origin  again  emphasises  the  paramount 
importance  of  individual  cleanliness  and  sense  of  responsibility 
demanded  of  all  food  handlers  if  the  health  of  the  public  is  adequately 
to  be  protected. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

New  cases  and  Deaths  during  1949. 


Age  Periods 

NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Pulmonary 

N< 

Pulm< 

m 

imary 

Pulmonary 

N< 

Pulm< 

3n 

Dnary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1  year. 

1 —  5  years. 

5 — 10  years 

1 

10 — 15  years 

15 — 20  years 

1 

20 — 25  years 

3 

1 

25 — -35  years 

2 

1 

1 

1 

35 — 45  years 

1 

1 

45 — 55  years 

55 — 65  years 

65  and  upwards 

Age  unknown 

1 

TOTAL 

5 

3 

2 

2 

1 

1 
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WEST  KESTEVEN  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

1949 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

M. 

F. 

Total 

1. 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers  . 

— 

— 

— 

2. 

Cerebro-spinal  fever  . 

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Scarlet  Fever  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Whooping  Cough  . 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

5. 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  . 

1 

1 

2 

7. 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis  . 

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Syphilitic  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Influenza . 

1 

1 

2 

10. 

Measles . 

— 

— 

— 

11. 

Acute  Polio-myelitis  and  Polio-encephalitis 

1 

— 

1 

12. 

Acute  Infantile  Encephalitis  . 

— 

1 

1 

13. 

Cancer  of  buc :  cav :  &  Oesoph  (M)  uterus  (F) 

2 

— 

2 

14. 

Cancer  of  stomach  &  duodenum 

— 

— 

— 

15. 

Cancer  of  breast  ... 

— 

3 

3 

16. 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  . 

15 

6 

21 

17. 

Diabetes  . 

— 

— 

— 

18. 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions  ... 

13 

17 

30 

19. 

Heart  diseases  . 

20 

29 

49 

20. 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system . 

3 

3 

6 

21. 

Bronchitis  . 

3 

4 

7 

22. 

Pneumonia 

6 

5 

11 

23. 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

— 

2 

2 

24. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

1 

1 

2 

25. 

Diarrhoea  under  2  years  . 

— 

— 

— 

26. 

Appendicitis  . 

— 

— 

— 

27. 

Other  digestive  diseases  . 

6 

2 

8 

28. 

Nephritis  . 

2 

— 

2 

29. 

Puerperal  and  post  abortion  sepsis  . 

— 

— 

— 

30. 

Other  maternal  causes . 

— 

1 

1 

31. 

Premature  births  . 

4 

2 

6 

32. 

Con:  mal:  birth  inj:  infant:  dis:  . 

1 

— 

1 

33. 

Suicide  . 

1 

1 

2 

34. 

Road  traffic  accidents . 

5 

— 

5 

35. 

Other  violent  causes  . 

4 

2 

6 

36. 

All  other  causes  ...  . 

13 

5 

18 

All  causes 

102 

86 

188 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  — 

Legitimate  . 

8 

3 

11 

Illegitimate  . 

2 

— 

2 

Total  . 

10 

3 

13 

STILL  BIRTHS  — 

Legitimate  . 

4 

3 

7 

Illegitimate  . 

— 

— 

— 

Total  . 

4 

3 

7 

LIVE  BIRTHS  — 

Legitimate  . 

171 

165 

336 

Illegitimate  . 

10 

11 

21 

Total  . 

181 

176 

357 

POPULATION  — 

Civilian  ...  16,770 

Total  ...  17,680 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1949. 

Public  Health  Department, 
19,  Watergate,  Grantham. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

West  Kesteven  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Report  for  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1949. 

The  satisfactory  progress  made  with  the  laying  of  mains 
particularly  in  the  southern  area  of  the  district,  made  the  much 
debated  and  long  awaited  “Regional  Water  Scheme”  more  of  a 
reality.  The  development  of  existing  sources  of  supply  provided 
interim  schemes  which  will  finally  be  inter-linked  with  the  major 
scheme  for  the  whole  area.  The  unfortunate  and  unavoidable 
delay  experienced  with  the  boring  at  Long  Bennington  caused  some 
annoyance  to  certain  Parishes  in  the  northern  area  who  must  depend 
upon  this  source  for  their  supplies  as  no  alternative  source  can  be 
made  available  or  mains  laid  until  the  boring  has  reached  a 
successful  conclusion. 

Now  that  the  many  villages  have  been  provided  with  adequate 
water  supplies,  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  provision  of 
sewerage  and  means  of  disposal  is  receiving  its  rightful  attention 
and  that  the  problem  is  to  be  tackled  without  delay  and  in  a 
methodical  manner.  As  the  major  portion  of  the  supplies  are  at 
the  present  time  drawn  from  the  Lincolnshire  Limestone,  the 
importance  of  having  adequate  sewage  treatment  works  cannot  be 
over  emphasised,  as  the  provision  of  piped  water  supplies  causes 
the  installation  of  individual  settling  tanks  or  cesspools  to  receive 
foul  drainage  and  consequently  the  possibility  of  further  pollution 
of  water  supplies.  Permitting  these  means  of  disposal  merely 
leads  to  the  further  problem  of  the  necessity  for  regular  emptying 
of  numerous  tanks  and  disposal.  Such  systems  cannot  be  regarded 
as  satisfactory  or  economic  and  should  be  discouraged  except 
in  isolated  cases  where  premises  cannot  be  included  in  a  com¬ 
prehensive  scheme  at  a  reasonable  expense.  It  is  hoped  that 
careful  planning  of  our  villages  for  the  future  will  obviate  the 
necessity  for  the  laying  of  uneconomic  lengths  of  sewerage. 

The  carrying  out  of  refuse  collection  and  disposal  by  direct 
labour  instead  of  by  contract  had  its  anticipated  “teething  troubles” 
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but  these  were  soon  overcome.  It  was  unfortunate  that  your 
Council  could  not  accede  to  the  request  of  the  larger  villages  with 
a  greater  density  of  houses  for  the  purchase  of  a  further  vehicle 
and  a  more  regular  collection  of  refuse.  However,  the  recent  intro¬ 
duction  of  a  collection  every  three  weeks  instead  of  a  monthly 
collection  has  eased  the  situation  to  some  extent,  but  it  is  noted 
that  in  the  larger  villages  refuse  still  finds  its  way  into  back  yards, 
odd  corners  of  fields  and  old  village  dumps. 

The  assistance  and  support  received  from  each  Member  of 
the  Council  is  always  very  much  appreciated.  I  also  wish  to  record 
my  thanks  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Council,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and  the  staff  of  my  department  for  their  support  and  help  during 
the  year. 

I  am,  Sir,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  DEAN. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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HOUSING  1949 

1.  — Dwelling  Houses  Inspected. 

(a)  Inspections  for  Housing  Defects  . 

(b)  Dwelling-houses  found  unfit  . 

(c)  Dwelling-houses  found  not  fit  in  all  respects  . 

(d)  Re-inspections  and  visits  to  works  in  progress  . 

(e)  Re-Overcrowding . 

(f)  New  Buildings  (Supervision  under  Building  Byelaws) 

(g)  Re  Council  House  Repairs  . 

(h)  Housing  Sites,  Surveys,  Inspection  of  works  in  progress 

2.  —  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal  notices. 

(a)  Number  of  defective  dewelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 

consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority  or 
their  Officers  .  . 

(b)  Informal  Notices  served  . 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

A.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  ond  16  af  the  Housing 

Act,  1936 

(a)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs . 

(b)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notices 

By  owners . 

By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . 

B.  — Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Act. 

(a)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  after  service 
of  formal  notice  . 

(b)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

after  service  of  formal  notices . 

(c)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . 

(d)  By  owners . 

C.  — Proceedings  under  Section  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(a)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  . 

(b)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  . 

D.  — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(a)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 
respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made 

(b)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms,  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined  the  tene¬ 
ment  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  . 


71 

14 

58 

102 

7 

189 

403 

384 


34 

19 


1 

1 


4 


2 

2 

Nil 

Nil 
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SUMMARY  OF  OTHER  INSPECTIONS 

Factories  : — 

(a)  With  mechanical  power  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(b)  Without  mechanical  power  .  1 

Slaughter-houses  and  Knackers  Yards  .  9 

Food  Preparing  Premises  : — 

(a)  Fried  Fish  Shops .  9 

(b)  Ice  Cream  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

(c)  Other  Premises  .  . .  ...  .  40 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies  .  180 

Milk  Samples  for  analysis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Stables  and  Piggeries  .  — 

Petroleum  Stores  .  ...  10 

Water  Supply  .  262 

Water  Samples  for  analysis  Ill 

Sewer  Dykes  and  Sewage  Disposal  Works  ...  ...  ...  ...  240 

Infectious  Disease  Inquiries  and  Disinfections  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

Verminous  Premises  and  Disinfestations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Drainage  : — 

(a)  Colour  tested  .  ...  5 

(b)  Water  tested  .  24 

(c)  Smoke  tested  .  ...  ...  ...  9 

(d)  Inspected .  76 

Scavenging  Work  .  131 

Tents,  Vans  and  sheds  .  ...  ...  16 

Camping  Sites  .  10 

Special  Surveys  : — 

(a)  Water  Supply  .  172 

(b)  Scavenging  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(c)  Sewage  Disposal  . 

(d)  Rural  Housing  Survey  .  36 

Town  and  Country  Planning,  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Building  Licensing,  Inspections  .  35 

Miscellaneous  .  194 

Temporary  Housing  ...  .  ...  86 

Town  and  Country  Planning  .  5 


Tota| 


1770 
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RURAL  HOUSING  SURVEY. 


Cate¬ 

Number 

Cate¬ 

Percentage 
of  Total 

gory 

gorised 

Surveyed 

1. 

Houses  satisfactory  in  all  respects 

220 

10.4 

2. 

Houses  with  minor  defects... 

29 

1.4 

3. 

Houses  requiring  repair,  structural 
alterations  or  improvements 

1520 

71.9 

4. 

Houses  for  appropriate 
reconditioning 

125 

5.9 

5. 

Houses  unfit  for  habitation  and 
beyond  repair  at  a  reasonable 
expense 

220 

10.4 

Although  little  progress  was  made  during  the  year  1949 
with  the  Rural  Housing  Survey,  it  is  now  possible  to  proceed  once 
more  with  this  work  which  is  being  combined  with  a  survey  of 
existing  sanitary  conditions  in  order  to  assess  the  degree  of  urgency 
for  the  provision  of  water  supplies  and  sewerage.  In  this  way, 
duplication  of  work  is  being  avoided. 

It  is  estimated  from  the  number  of  houses  surveyed  that 
10.4%  are  unfit  for  habitation  but  unfortunately  the  fact  must  be 
faced  that,  due  to  the  rate  of  building  of  new  houses  to  eliminate 
the  deficiency  of  housing  accommodation,  these  houses  will 
continue  to  be  occupied  for  many  years.  Even  when  the  demand 
for  additional  houses  has  been  met  the  removal  of  these  unfit 
houses  will  be  extremely  difficult  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  rents 
of  the  new  houses  are  four  or  even  five  times  that  of  an  average 
rural  cottage..  If  the  cost  of  building  new  houses  cannot  be 
reduced  or  further  subsidised  then  consideration  must  be  given 
to  reducing  the  size  of  the  houses  and  equipment  to  a  minimum  in 
order  to  reduce  the  rent  to  an  economic  figure.  Many  of  the  tenants 
of  unfit  houses  in  this  rural  area  would  be  quite  prepared  to  try 
and  manage  with  merely  one  water  closet  and  one  sink  and  provide 
their  own  cycle  shed,  wardrobes  and  kitchen  cupboards  if  offered 
a  new  house  at  a  reasonable  rent. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  satisfactory  progress  made  with  extension  of  water  mains 
during  the  year  is  worthy  of  note.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  the 
extension  of  mains  from  the  Lenton  borehole  supply  was  nearing 
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completion  and  supplies  had  been  made  available  to  the  villages 
of  Lenton,  Keisby,  Osgodby,  Ingoldsby,  Bitchfield,  Bassingthorpe, 
Braceby,  Sapperton,  Pickworth,  Ropsley,  Humby  and  Burton 
Coggles. 

The  250,000  gallon  reservoir  at  Bassingthorpe  was  com¬ 
pleted  and  brought  into  operation. 

The  water  from  the  Lenton  borehole  and  the  Motherford 
Spring  is  unsatisfactory  without  sterilisation  and  is  at  present 
chloraminated  at  the  source.  Consideration  is  at  present  being 
given  to  the  use  of  an  alternative  method  of  sterilisation  in  order 
to  ensure  a  high  quality  and  safe  public  supply  although  the 
introduction  of  chloramine  has  up  to  the  present  proved  to  be 
satisfactory. 

The  extension  of  mains  from  the  Grantham  Water  Company’s 
supply  to  Great  Gonerby  and  Harlaxton  was  completed  during 
the  year. 

By  taking  over  the  Motherford  Spring  supply  at  North  Witham 
from  Air  Ministry,  it  was  possible  to  close  down  the  Colsterworth 
Pumping  Station  temporarily  and  supply  Colsterworth  from  the 
new  source.  In  so  doing  much  wastage  of  water  was  prevented 
and  the  pressure  in  Colsterworth  was  increased  by  supplying  from 
the  High  Level  Tank  at  R.A.F.  Station  North  Witham  instead  of 
using  the  Colsterworth  reservoir  and  pumping  over  the  “U”  pipe 
to  create  the  extra  head  of  water  required. 

Water  was  carted  throughout  the  year  to  the  villages  of  Long 
Bennington,  Westborough  and  Dry  Doddington  and  during  the 
Autumn  to  Little  Ponton,  Harlaxton,  Foston  and  Caythorpe. 
It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  main  laying  has  commenced  to  provide 
a  supply,  from  the  Grantham  Water  Company’s  source  as  a 
temporary  measure,  to  Long  Bennington,  Westborough  and  Dry 
Doddington.  These  three  villages  have  for  far  too  many  years 
had  to  rely  upon  stored  rain  water  and  shallow  polluted  wells  for 
domestic  and  farm  supplies  and  upon  water  being  carted  for  drinking 
purposes. 

A  start  was  made  with  the  sinking  of  the  bore  into  the  Bunter 
Sandstone  at  Long  Bennington  and  although  reasonable  progress 
was  at  first  made  this  was  soon  retarded  by  an  unexpected  depth 
of  gypsum.  The  results  of  this  boring  are  anxiously  awaited 
in  order  to  proceed  with  the  completion  of  the  Regional  Water 
Scheme  for  the  northern  part  of  the  district. 


The  Council's  mains  supplies  have  been  satisfactory  in  quality 
and  quantity  during  the  year.  The  yield  and  demand  from  the 
Lenton,  North  Witham  and  Colsterworth  sources  were  as  follows  :  — 


Source 

Month 

Yield 

Demand 

Surplus 

(a) 

Motherford  Spring, 

Oct. 

2,305,000 

924,000 

1,381,000 

North  Witham. 

Nov. 

4,473,000 

1,237,000 

3,236,000 

Dec. 

1 1 ,022,000 

1,396,000 

9,626,000 

(b) 

Foxhole  Spring, 

Sept. 

2,550,000 

1 ,200,000 

1,350,000 

Colsterworth. 

*Oct. 

2,482,000 

355,000 

2,127,000 

Nov. 

4,763,000 

— 

4,763,000 

Dec. 

9,888,000 

— 

9,888,000 

*  Supply  temporarily  discontined  on  10th  October,  1949, 
and  increased  supply  taken  from  Motherford  Spring. 


Depression 
Borehole  when 


Month 

Demand 

Rest  level 

pumping 

Borehole,  Lenton. 

July 

810,000 

165  ft. 

14  ft. 

(Pumping  Test  — 

*Aug. 

1,321,000 

165  ft. 

14  ft. 

minimum  yield 

*Sept. 

1,162,000 

165  ft. 

14  ft. 

10,000  gallons 

*Oct. 

1,093,000 

170  ft. 

10  ft. 

per  hour) 

*Nov. 

810,000 

160  ft. 

10  ft. 

Dec. 

741,000 

150  ft. 

6  ft. 

*  Higher  consumption  due  to  filling  and  flushing  of  new 
mains  and  reservoir. 


WATER  SAMPLES 


Chemical  Analyses 


6th  May 

16th  Nov. 

Source  —  Foxhole  Spring, 

1949. 

1949. 

Colsterworth 

This  sample  contains  per 

million  parts  : — 

Total  Solids  dried  at  180°  C. 

380.00 

400.00 

Suspended  Matter 

absent 

absent 

Chlorides  as  chlorine  ... 

24.90 

24.90 

Oxidised  Nitrogen  as  nitrate  ... 

6.00 

1.40 

Oxidised  Nitrogen  as  nitrite  ... 

0.003 

absent 

Free  ammonia  ... 

0.012 

0.0040 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.016 

0.0040 

Temporary  Hardness  ... 

200.00 

205.00 
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Permanent  Hardness 

•  •  • 

145.00 

1 50.00 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hrs.  at 

80°  F.  from  N/80  KMn04 

0.120 

0.040 

pH  value 

7.30 

7.30 

Appearance 

...clear  &  bright 

clear  &  bright 

Odour 

none 

none 

Taste  and  Colour 

normal 

normal 

Heavy  Metals  ... 

absent 

absent 

Free  Chlorine  ... 

absent 

absent 

Source  —  Motherford  Spring, 

North  Witham. 

Total  Solids  dried  at  180° 

C. 

330.00 

340.00 

Suspended  Matter 

trace 

absent 

Chlorides  as  chlorine  ... 

24.90 

24.90 

Oxidised  Nitrogen  as  nitrate  ... 

5.20 

2.40 

Oxidised  Nitrogen  as  nitrite  ... 

0.005 

0.0070 

Free  Ammonia 

0.012 

0.0040 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.016 

0.0040 

Temporary  Hardness  ... 

170.00 

180.00 

Permanent  Hardness  ... 

110.00 

105.00 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hrs.  at 

80°  F.  from  N/80  KMn04  ... 

0.080 

0.20 

pH  value 

7.10 

7.10 

Appearance 

...slightly  turbid 

clear  &  bright 

Odour 

none 

none 

Taste  and  Colour 

none 

normal 

Heavy  Metals  ... 

normal 

absent 

Free  Chlorine  ... 

absent 

absent 

6th  May 

16th  Nov. 

14th  Dec. 

Source  —  Borehole,  Lenton 

1949 

1949 

1949 

Total  Solids  dried  at  180°  C. 

390.00 

370.00 

460.00 

Suspended  Matter 

absent 

absent 

absent 

Chlorides  as  Chlorine 

24.90 

24.90 

24.90 

Oxidised  Nitrogen  as  nitrate 

4.00 

absent 

4.00 

Oxidised  Nitrogen  as  nitrite 

0.003 

absent 

0.0020 

Free  Ammonia 

0.064 

0.0120 

0.0040 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.024 

0.0520 

0.0040 

Temporary  Hardness  ... 

225.00 

230.00 

225.00 

Permanent  Hardness  ... 

145.00 

1 50.00 

180.00 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hrs.  at 

80°  F.  from  N/80  KMn04... 

0.120 

0.20 

0.16 

20 


pH  value 

7.30 

7.10 

7.10 

Appearance  . 

clear  and  bright 

in  all 

Odour 

none 

none 

none 

Taste  and  colour 

normal 

normal 

normal 

Heavy  Metals . 

absent 

absent 

absent 

Free  Chlorine  ...  . 

absent 

absent 

absent 

(b)  Bacteriological  Analyses 
(i)  RAW  WATERS. 

Source  —  Foxhole  Spring, 

6th  May 
1949  - 

1 6th  Nov 
1949 

Colsterworth. 


No.  of  colonies  developing  per  ml. 

on  agar  at  21°  C.  in  72  hrs.  2 

No.  of  colonies  developing  per  ml. 

on  agar  at  37°'  C.  in  24  hrs.  0 

No.  of  colonies  developing  per  ml. 

on  agar  at  37°  C.  in  48  hrs.  2 

Coli-aerogenes  count  per  100  mis. 

at  37°  C  in  48  hrs.  ...  ...  0 

Faecal  coli  count  per  100  mis  at 

44°  C.  in  48  hrs .  0 

Bacillus  Coli  (Presumptive)  ...  Absent  in 

100  mils. 


70 

7 

9 

50 

2 

Present  in 
5  mils. 


6th  May 

Source  —  Motherford  Spring,  1949 

North  Witham. 


No.  of  colonies  developing  per  ml.  on 

agar  at  21°  C.  in  72  hrs . 

No.  of  colonies  developing  per  ml.  on 

agar  at  37°  C.  in  24  hrs . 

No.  of  colonies  developing  per  ml.  on 

agar  at  37C.  °  in  48  hrs . 

Coli-aerogenes  count  per  100  mis.  at 

37 0  C.  in  48  hrs . 

Faecal  coli  count  per  100  mis.  at  44°  C. 
in  48  hrs. 

Bacillus  Coli  (Presumptive) 


56 

1 

2 


1 


0 

Present  in 
100  mils, 
absent  in 
50  mils. 


16th  Nov. 
1949 

280 

4 

9 

25 

0 

Present  in 
10  mils. 
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16th  Nov. 

14th  Dec. 

Source  —  Borehole,  Lenton. 

1949 

1949 

No.  of  colonies  developing  per 

ml. 

on 

agar  at  21  °  C.  in  72  hrs.  .. 

...  1,400 

124 

No.  of  colonies  developing  per 

ml. 

on 

agar  at  37  0  C.  in  24  hrs.  . , 

•  • 

72 

5 

No.  of  colonies  developing  per 

ml. 

on 

agar  at  37°  C.  in  48  hrs.  . 

184 

14 

Coli-aerogenes  count  per  100 

mis. 

at 

37°  C.  in  48  hrs . 

...  180  + 

25 

Faecal  coli  count  per  100  mis.  at 

44° 

C. 

in  48  hrs. 

•  . 

50 

1 

Bacillus  Coli  (Presumptive) 

.  . 

...  Present  in 

Present  in 

1  mil. 

10  mils. 

(ii)  Treated  Waters 

Six  samples  taken  from  the  Council’s  mains  were  submitted 
for  examination  and  one  sample  was  of  a  doubtful  quality  and  three 
were  reported  to  be  unsatisfactory. 

Where  unsatisfactory  bacteriological  results  have  been  received 
on  samples  of  treated  water  it  has  been  due  to  ineffective  cleansing 
of  new  mains,  particularly  at  “dead  ends”  and  they  have  been 
immediately  remedied  by  washing-out. 


In  addition  to  these  supplies  100  samples  of  water  were  taken 
from  private  supplies  in  the  area  and  only  9  of  these  were  found 
to  be  satisfactory.  The  majority  of  these  samples  were  taken  from 
shallow  wells  supplying  individual  houses.  66  of  these  samples 
were  taken  from  shallow  wells  in  the  village  of  Great  Gonerby 
and  only  3  were  satisfactory.  Also  13  samples  were  taken  from 
Wells  in  Gunby  and  Stainby  3  being  satisfactory.  As  previously 
stated,  the  well  supplies  in  Great  Gonerby  have  now  been  replaced 
by  the  mains  supply.  Approval  is  awaited  for  the  extension  of 
mains  to  Gunby  and  Stainby. 
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Details  of  the  number  of  Dwelling-houses  supplied  from  the 
public  water  mains  (a)  direct  to  houses,  and  (b)  by  means  of  stand¬ 
pipes,  are  as  follows  : — 


Allington  . 

Ancaster 
Barkston 

Barrowby  . 

Belton  and  Manthorpe 
Bitchfield  and  Bassingthorpe 
Boothby  Pagnell 
Braceby  and  Sapperton 
Burton  Coggles 
Carlton  Scroop 
Cay  thorpe 
Claypole 
Colsterworth 

Denton . 

Easton  ... 

Fenton  ... 

Foston  ... 

Fulbeck 
Great  Gonerby 
Great  Ponton  ... 

Gunby  and  Stainby 
Harlaxton 
Hey  dour 
Honington 
Hougham 
Hough-on-the-Hill 
Ingoldsby 

Lenton,  Keisby  and  Osgodby 
Fittle  Ponton  and  Stroxton 
Fondonthorpe  and  Harrowby  Without 
Fong  Bennington 
Marston 
Norman  ton 
North  Witham 
Old  Somerby  ... 

Pickworth 

Ropsley  and  Humby 
Skillington 
South  Witham  ... 

Stoke  Rochford 
Stubton 

Syston  . 

Welby  . 

Westborough  and  Dry  Doddington 

Woolsthorpe  . 

Wyville-cum-Hungerton 


DIRECT 

24 

94 

9 

15 

32 


STANDPIPE 

128 

no 


193  12 

139  131 


19 

35 

172 

110 


47 

93 


12 


24 

22 

67 

24 

30 

6 


55 

2 

70 


1167 


508 


Totals 
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MEAT  AND  FOODS. 


The  whole  of  the  meat  supply  for  the  rural  area  continues  to 
be  distributed  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  from  their  central  slaughter¬ 
house  in  the  Borough  of  Grantham  and  is  inspected  after  slaughter 
by  the  Borough  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Routine  inspections  were  made  of  butchers  shops  and  vans 
and  other  food  shops  in  the  area.  Particular  attention  was  again 
paid  to  transport  cafe’s  along  the  main  roads  and  improvements 
were  obtained  to  sanitary  accommodation,  washing  facilities, 
food  handling  and  storage. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  food  found  unfit  for  human  con¬ 
sumption  and  voluntarily  surrendered. 


ARTICLE 

Bacon 

Beef 

Meat  (tinned) 

Milk  (tinned) 

Peas  (tinned) 

Salad  Cream 
Potato  dehydrated 


QUANTITY 

146  lbs. 
20 
79 
1 
1 

75 
40 


99 


99 


99 


99 


The  following  premises  are  registered  for  the  manufacture, 
sale  and  storage  of  ice  cream. 


Parish 

Manufacture 

Sale  &  Storage 

Ancaster 

— 

1 

Barrowby . 

— 

1 

Caythorpe 

1 

— 

Claypole 

— 

2 

Foston 

. . .  — 

1 

Fulbeck 

1 

1 

Ingoldsby  ... 

— 

1 

Londonthorpe 

. . .  — 

2 

Long  Bennington 

— 

3 

Skillington 

. . .  — 

1 

South  Witham  ... 

. . .  — 

1 

Stoke  Rochford 

— 

1 

Woolsthorpe-by-Belvoir 

— 

1 

In  every  case  where  the  registration  is  one  of  sale  and  storage 
only  the  ice  cream  is  pre-packed  and  purchased  from  a  large 
manufacturer  outside  the  area. 
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Reports  upon  ice  cream  samples  submitted  to  the  Ministry 
of  Health  Laboratory  were  as  follows  : — 


Provisional  Grade 

1 

2 

3 

4 

No.  of  Samples 

5 

2 

2 

Nil 

78%  of  the  samples  taken  were  in  Grades  1  or  2.  Where 
samples  were  placed  in  Grade  3  the  matter  was  referred  to  the  local 
authority  in  whose  area  the  ice  cream  was  manufactured. 


SEWERAGE  AND  DISPOSAL 

No  new  works  have  been  carried  out  during  the  year,  but 
the  Council  have  established  a  scheme  of  priority  for  providing 
this  essential  service  particularly  in  the  larger  and  more  densely 
populated  villages.  Instructions  were  given  for  the  preparation 
of  schemes  for  the  villages  of  Skillington,  Great  Gonerby  and 
Old  Somerby  to  remedy  insanitary  conditions,  prevent  pollution 
of  water  supplies  and  allow  for  future  development.  Other 
villages  will  be  considered  in  order  of  priority  as  the  water  supplies 
are  extended. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 

The  contract  for  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  was  ter¬ 
minated  on  30th  September,  1949,  and  from  that  date  has  been 
carried  out  by  direct  labour  using  a  12  cubic  yard  collection  vehicle. 

A  collection  was  made  every  four  weeks  from  each  village 
and  weekly  from  the  Borough  of  Grantham’s  temporary  housing 
estate  in  the  Parish  of  Londonthorpe  and  Harrowby  Without. 
In  view  of  the  present  difficult  legal  position  concerning  the  provision 
of  dustbins,  the  Council  decided  to  request  all  householders  to 
provide  bins  and  in  order  to  encourage  them  to  do  so  in  lieu  of 
using  all  sizes  and  shapes  of  containers,  a  supply  of  bins  was  made 
available  for  sale. 


25 


BUILDING  INSPECTIONS. 

The  following  plans  were  deposited  for  approval  during  the 
year. 

Dwelling-houses  —  new  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

„  „  alterations  to  .  ...  17 

Farm  buildings  —  new .  ...  ...  ...  22 

,,  „  alterations  to  ...  ...  2 

Factories  — new...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

„  alterations  to  ...  ...  ...  — 

Other  buildings  —  new...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

„  „  alterations  to  ...  ...  ...  11 

PETROLEUM  AND  CARBIDE  OF  CALCIUM  LICENCES 

Number  in  force  (Petroleum)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

Number  in  force  (Carbide)  .  ...  ...  3 

New  licences  (Petroleum)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

New  licences  (Carbide)  . — 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 


1.  INSPECTIONS 


Number  of 

Number  - 


Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspect¬ 

ions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  Sections  1,  2, 
3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  local  authorities 

44 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  local  au¬ 
thority . 

27 

4 

1 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  local  authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  out-worker’s  prem¬ 
ises)  . 

71 

5  1 

— 

2.  CASES  IN  WHICH 

DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 

Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Referred 

To  H.M.  By  H.M. 
Found  Re-  In-  In- 

medied  spector  spector 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness 

1  1 

_  _ 

_ 

Overcrowding  . 

— •  - — ■ 

-  - 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

—  — 

—  — 

- — ■ 

Inadequate  ventilation  . . . 
Ineffective  drainage 

-  - 

-  - - 

— 

of  floors 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

-  - 

■ -  - 

— 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  unsuitable  or 

-  - 

-  - 

— 

defective  . 

(c)  not  separate 

1  1 

—  1 

— 

for  sexes 

Other  offences  against 

-  - 

-  - 

— 

the  Act. 

—  — 

—  — 

— 

2 


2 


1 
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At  the  31st  December,  1949,  the  Council  owned  348  houses 
as  follows  — 

Parish  No.  of  Houses 

Ancaster  .  30 

Barkston  .  10 

Barrowby  .  32 

Bitchfield  . ...  2 

Burton  Coggles  .  2 

Carlton  Scroop  .  ...  16 

Caythorpe  .  16 

Claypole  .  42 

Colsterworth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

Great  Gonerby  .  44 

Great  Ponton  .  10 

Gunby  and  Stainby .  4 

Hougham  ...  2 

Hough-on-the-Hill  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Ingoldsby  .  6 

Lenton,  Keisby  and  Osgodby  .  4 

Little  Ponton  1 

Long  Bennington  .  6 

Normanton .  4 

Pickworth  .  4 

Ropsley  ...  10 

South  Witham  .  ...  13 

Westborough  and  Dry  Doddington  .  10 

Woolsthorpe-by-Belvoir  .  12 


Total  348 


The  number  of  new  houses  completed  and  occupied  during 
the  year  was  as  follows  : — 

Parish  Type  Number 

Ancaster  . Traditional  brick  4 

Bitchfield  ...  ...  ...  „  2 

Carlton  Scroop  „  4 

Caythorpe  .  „  2 

Claypole  „  6 

Great  Ponton .  „  4 

Hough-on-the-Hill  .  „  4 

Lenton  „  4 

Long  Bennington  .  „  6 

Pickworth  ...  ...  ...  „  4 

Ropsley  „  2 

Total  42 

In  addition  the  following  war-time  buildings  were  converted  to 
provide  temporary  housing  accomodation. 

Fulbeck  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

The  total  number  of  family  units  of  accomodation  provided 
during  the  year  was  therefore  54. 
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The  number  of  applicants  for  housing  accommodation  at  the 
31st  December,  1949  was  as  follows  : — 


Parish 

Allington  . 

Ancaster 

Barkston  . 

Barrowby  . 

Belton  and  Manthorpe 
Bitchfield  and  Bassingthorpe 

Burton  Coggles  . 

Carlton  Scroop  . 

Caythorpe  . 

Claypole  . 

Colsterworth  . 

Foston  . 

Fulbeck 

Great  Gonerby  . 

Great  Ponton . 

Gunby  and  Stainby  . 

Harlaxton 

Heydour  . 

Honington  . 

Hougham  . 

Hough-on-the-Hill  . 

Ingoldsby  . 

Lenton,  Keisby  and  Osgodby 
Little  Ponton  and  Stroxton  ... 
Long  Bennington 

Marston  . 

Normanton  . 

North  Witham 
Old  Somerby 

Ropsley  &  Humby  . 

Sedgebrook  . 

Skillingtop  . 

South  Witham . 

Welby  . 

Westborough  and  Dry  Doddington 
Woolsthorpe-by-Belvoir 


No.  of  Applicants 


31/12/49. 

15 

29 
7 

46 

2 

2 

1 

16 

30 
9 

64 

5 

21 

26 

30 

1 

49 

7 

11 

2 

3 

3 

2 

7 
29 

9 

2 

8 
3 

24 

6 
3 

22 

1 

2 

7 


31/12/48 


25 

15 
35 

2 

3 
2 

24 

28 

24 

50 

6 

16 
44 
20 

1 

7 

4 
3 

5 
5 
3 
1 

24 

3 
1 

4 
22 

1 

2 

13 


TOTAL  504  407 


The  Register  of  applicants  was  revised  during  the  year  and 
there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  applicants .  The  reg¬ 
ister  does  not  give  a  true  indication  of  the  demand  for  houses  as 
many  people  do  not  trouble  to  submit  an  application  until  they  are 
aware  that  the  Council  are  proposing  to  build  houses  in  their 
particular  parish. 


